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Artelia is a partner of “thecamp”, Europe’s first campus dedicated to emerging 
technology and social innovation  

 
Located in Aix-en-Provence, thecamp will open its doors on 28 September. Now the physical construction 
phase for the “base camp” designed to explore solutions for the future has been completed, the “human” 
construction of its ecosystem can come into its own.  

Developed like an open-air experimentation facility, this futuristic campus is the place where emerging 
innovations and technologies are constantly being demonstrated, used and tested by the campers in real-life 
conditions before being rolled out on a larger scale. 

In order to help the campus achieve its ambition, a group of entrepreneurs who share this desire to build 
collectively a more sustainable future with enhanced human interaction are contributing their know-how, 
products or services to this extraordinary playing field. The goal is to transform regions and to explore social 
innovations thanks to positive-impact projects that build bridges between the different players involved in 
innovation. 
 

Engineering dedicated to making the project successful 

The Artelia group is proud to have carried out the technical studies for this emblematic project, from its 
design through to the works acceptance procedure, our contribution being spread over a four-year period. 

The Artelia Bâtiment & Industrie teams performed cross-disciplinary studies concerning the utility networks, 
roads and sustainable development aspects, mobilising more than ten employees from the group’s different 
centres of expertise in the process. 

The works began at the beginning of December 2015 and were completed in September 2017, meaning that 
the site will be ready to accommodate the ecosystem constituting thecamp (professionals from the private 
and public sector, start-ups, students, teenagers, creative youngsters, entrepreneurs, experts, etc.) by the 
start of 2018. 

A project recognised for its sustainable nature 

The environmental dimension of the project was one of the cornerstones for the design of 
thecamp. Artelia put its full range expertise to good use in this regard, in particular to oversee the 
Silver level “Bâtiment Durable Méditerranéen” (BDM – Mediterranean Green Building) 
environmental approach targeted by the project.  
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Blending the building into this exceptional natural site 

thecamp was designed to blend into its surroundings as naturally as possible. Integrating biodiversity resulted 
in the creation of several features to maintain ecological continuity at the site (a pond for amphibians and 
various low dry-stone walls for small reptiles), while the outdoor lighting systems were designed to avoid 
disturbing fauna and vegetation clearing works were restricted to the bare minimum needed.  

Artelia and an ecology engineer provided specialised assistance to implement the works with minimal 
environmental nuisance. This ensured that the earthworks were scheduled outside the breeding periods of 
the animal species found on site, remarkable trees were protected in the vicinity of the construction zones, 
and permeable fences were erected to let animals pass through. 

 

Multiple innovations 

Artelia expertly justified and coordinated all the environmental innovations involved in the project.  

Low environmental impact materials 

The choice of materials was studied to reduce the environmental impact of the works. In this respect, a 
specific study concluded that the wood and low-carbon concrete structural design of the residential hotels 
corresponded to Carbon level 2 of the E+C- (positive energy & reduced carbon emissions) certification in 
terms of the construction materials criterion. This level means that the carbon emissions resulting from the 
construction works were halved in comparison to a standard project. 
 
Innovative renewable electricity production  

In its capacity as utility network design engineer, Artelia also worked on the energy efficiency aspects of the 
project. This generated very good results for all the project buildings. Indeed, the residential hotels, 
incubators and villas have on average achieved energy efficiency levels 26% below those required by the 
RT2012 French thermal regulations! 

 
Artelia incorporated an innovative renewable electricity production solution into 
the project: the SmartFlowerTM, developed by EDF. 
 
This system comprises structures equipped with photovoltaic panels that have the 
distinctive feature of following the path of the sun thanks to a tracker system.  
 
In total, two SmartFlowersTM have been installed at the heart of the site. 
Connected to a photovoltaic system, these structures will have a total capacity of 

44 KWp. They will produce the equivalent of the annual consumption of three houses. This power will be 
consumed directly by the basin and the residential hotels, covering more than a quarter of their energy 
needs. 
 
Driverless shuttle 

Mobility is a major issue for thecamp. For instance, the will to offer future campers a coherent experience 
involves promoting innovative and exemplary transport solutions. In this respect, one of the ideas selected 
was a driverless, connected electric shuttle that runs for 7.7 km from the high-speed railway station to Petit 
Arbois (at the heart of thecamp’s technology hub). 
 
In its capacity as partner, Artelia is supporting thecamp with implementation of this project. 

SmartFlower 
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A few key figures:  

Seven-hectare natural site  

Two residential hotels │ 150 rooms│3,058 m² 

Working areas│ 10 circular hubs │3,050 m² 

Accommodation in villas │ 16 studios │1,050 m²  
 

                Bird’s eye view of the project with the 3 canvas-covered impluvia 

 

Partners: 

Architect: Corinne Vezzoni & Associé 

Developer: Redman 

Builder: VINCI Construction 

 

 

For more information, visit the website dedicated to the thecamp project: http://www.thecamp.fr  
 

A few words about Artelia:  

Artelia is an international, multidisciplinary consultancy, engineering and project management group specialising in the 
sectors of building construction, infrastructure, water and the environment. With 4000 employees and turnover of €439m 
in 2016, Artelia is one of France’s leading groups in the sector. Internationally, the group has offices in more than 35 
countries in Europe, Africa, the Middle East, Asia and South America. Artelia is 97% owned by its managers and employees. 
 
A few words about thecamp:  

Thecamp is an international campus dedicated to emerging technology and social innovation, located Aix-en-Provence. 
Initiated in 2013 by Frédéric Chevalier, founding Chairman of the HighCo Group, thecamp is supported by major private 
groups and public institutions. Private founding partners: Accenture, AccorHotels, Air France, Cisco, CMA CGM, Crédit 
Agricole and Crédit Agricole Alpes Provence, MAIF, the MGEN-ISTYA-HARMONIE group, SNCF Gares & Connexions, La 
Poste, RATP, Sodexo, Steelcase, VINCI Construction, VINCI Energies. Public founding partners: PACA Regional Council, 
Bouches-du-Rhône Departmental Council, Aix-Marseille-Provence Conurbation Council, Marseille Provence Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry. Real estate partners: Caisse des Dépôts et Consignations, CEPAC Immobilier. In the autumn of 
2017, the campus will open its doors to professionals from the private and public sectors, experts, entrepreneurs, 
company managers, artists, youngsters and students, with the goal of imagining collectively a more sustainable future 
with enhanced human interaction. 
 
Press contacts – Artelia: 
 

Sabine Renault-Sablonière 
ActuPresseCom 
+33 (0)1 47 20 22 61 / (0)6 03 49 42 21 
sabinerenaultsabloniere@actu-presse.com 
 
Press contacts – thecamp:  
 

Sarah Hachemi 
Kalima PR  
+33 (0)1 42 21 56 36 – +33 (0)7 86 99 28 78 
shachemi@kalima-rp.fr 

 
Anne-Laure Paté 
ARTELIA - Marketing and Communication Director 
+33 (0)1 79 84 58 22 / (0)6 74 73 39 58   
anne-Laure.pate@arteliagroup.com  
 
 
 
Tygénia Saustier 
Kalima PR  
+33 (0)6 19 91 40 03 
tsaustier@kalima-rp.fr 
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